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What are Urban Gardens?

* = See glossary on page 28-29.

Urban gardens provide the space 
for new meeting places, commUnal 
gardening, natUre and green ini-
tiatives in the city. Urban gardens 
are inspired by Urban- and gUer-
rilla gardening.*

Urban gardens can be in backyards, in pUblic parks, on empty 
constrUctions sites, on city sqUares or high Up on the roof- 
tops. it is an oasis that makes the city greener while providing 
an alternative to traditional meeting places where commUni-
ties can develop. Urban gardens are a way to create social 
space, where people can spend time together while gardening. 
when yoU make an Urban garden yoU create an opportUnity for 
plants, friend- ships, experiences, knowledge, ideas and cUltUre 
to grow - and there are loads of engaging challenges and ad-
ventUres involved, and plenty of fresh air gUaranteed.

one possible goal with an Urban garden coUld be to see how 
mUch of frUits and vegetables yoU can grow yoUrself; an- other 
objective coUld be to improve the range of social activities in 
a local neighborhood. for the more idealistic participants it 
may be more important to spread knowledge aboUt gardening, 
sUstainability, ecology, permacUltUre* and more, while oth-
ers might be more interested in bUilding, playing, or arranging 
cUltUral events. this book is thUs mUch more than a practical 
gUide to keeping a garden.

Start Garden culture now!

gardens are places where neigh-
bors, friends, colleagUes and peo-
ple who do not know each other 
can meet to forge new friendships 
while making the city greener and 
more fUll of life.
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the MUniCipal heroGarden hero

Are you a 
Garden Hero?

do yoU dream of creating an 
Urban garden; love to break old 
habits and Use yoUr hands; and 
have a passion to work on proj-
ects together with other people?

Are you the 
municipal hero?

the mUnicipal hero* is a person 
working in the mUnicipal office 
that knows the system and can 
help a groUp that is on its way 
to establish a garden. it is also a 
person that has an Understanding 
which most Urban gardens are tem-
porary projects rUn by volUnteers 
and need help to process fUnding 
and permit applications faster.

Who is the Municipal Hero?Everyone can make an urban garden

Municipal heroes do not 

always have the practical 

knowledge and understanding 

of urban gardening culture, 

so it is useful to inform them 

about the numerous oppor-

tunities that urban gardens 

can provide to city dwellers.

in the long rUn, the mUnicipal hero, 
together with the landowner and 
the Users of the garden, can help 
find a way for the project to sUr-
vive for a longer period of time. 
cUltivating the garden for many 
years will help to establish it as a 
meeting place, and allow more pe-
rennial plants to grow which is an 
important element of permacUltUre.

A garden hero can solve practi-

cal challenges, motivate others to 

help and take responsibility, and 

be passionate about creating a 

community garden in the city.

hoUsing associations can foUnd 
an Urban garden. Urban gardens 
can be a mUnicipal project, where 
local inhabitants can tend to 
a garden together and bring life 
and new activities to the neigh-
borhood. gardens can be esta-
blished on city sqUares to be Used 
as an open-air commUnity center in 
the sUmmer. stUdents too can get 
together and start Urban gardens 
at the University or in empty con-
strUction sites. even in cities with 
many private gardens there is ample 
space to create shared Urban gar-
dens.



SIDE EFFECTS OF GARDENING

A place to meet new people, 

a green space to unwind in, 

helps to relieve stress from 

daily routines, and results 

in plenty of fresh air.
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Motivation

Municipalities and politicians love 
the positive publicity from various 

city projects and can therefore 
provide additional momentum 
to urban gardens to gain legal 
permits and additional funding.Municipalities and politicians can 

use urban gardens as a strate-
gic tool, so make sure that they 
do not interfere too much with 
the practical administration of 
the project and development.

Municipal hero?

do yoU wish to initiate citizen 
driven city development and cUl-
tUral activity in a local area? 
this book will show yoU a poten-
tial development for UnUsed city 
space, and give yoU the basic tools 
to create new commUnities and 
bring life to dead places.

Urban gardening cUltUre on a 
small scale allows space for ex-
perimentation. it provides a way 
to join a UniqUe commUnity, in-
flUence local Urban development, 
create green meeting places and 
prodUce organic vegetables that 
benefit the environment. when 
working and being in the gar-
den a special bond between the 
Urban environment and the lo-
cal inhabitants evolves, and one 
realizes that there is mUch more 
to planting potatoes and mak-
ing pesto from the freshly grown 
herbs.

Positive publicity 
for a project is 
essential, but...

One can easily start a gar-
den even if the gardening 
season has already begun. 

Just make sure you pick the 
right plants to cultivate.
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start slowly and with the most 
basic tools in mind - like a plant. 
do not plan everything from 
the start. it is better to have  
modest aims that are based on the 
resoUrces available in the groUp 
and local area. remember that it is 
on the smallest of scales that even 
the biggest projects begin.

THINK OF THESE POINTS WHEN CRE-
ATING A VISION FOR THE GARDEN.

- Learn to let go. It cannot be

- Guaranteed that you will reap 
what you sow, but you can reap 
the joy that it gives to others.

- Urban gardening culture is 
based on voluntary participa-
tion and is usually non-profit.

- Do not focus on money; with 
a little creativity you can do it 

cheaper and a lot more fun.

- To a large extent urban gar-
dening culture is about learning 
the value of cooperation, cul-
tivation and self-sufficiency.

Knowledge that can be applied 
in many other areas of life.

avoid making a detailed script 
or master plan for the garden. 
it can constrain the project 
and limit the element of joy and  
spontaneity. remember that Urban 
gardens are bUilt Up gradUally 
and in cooperation with a lot of 
different people!

everybody works on a volUntary 
basis, so there shoUld be room for 
different levels of participation. 
this is best achieved by establish-
ing a few common principles and a  
basic form of organization.
it is a good idea to pUt down the 
garden’s principles and objectives 
on paper, so to avoid Unnecessary 
disagreements and conflicts.

There are a thousand ways 

to create gardening culture. 

Find inspiration in some exis-

ting cases on pages 23-27.

Mentality

Urban garden culture can be created 
without many resources. 

The most important is the drive and 
motivation behind the project!
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Private land

privately owned land can often 
be borrowed for a limited period 
of time, Under conditions that are 
determined throUgh a contract. 
if approaching a hoUsing asso-
ciation one shoUld speak to the 
board, if the plot of land is an old  
indUstrial or constrUction site, 
contact the landowner. if yoU are 
committed and have a strong idea, 
there is no reason why yoUr garden 
cannot happen!

the advantage of privately owned 
land is that the conditions for its 
Use are often more flexible in com-
parison to pUblic land. 
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How is the site in relation to the 

sun and the wind? Is there ac-

cess to water and electricity?  

Is it accessible by car and larger 

vehicles? How many people pass 

by on a daily basis? What type 

of housing, institutions, schools 

and organisations are found 

in the surrounding area?

Find a plot

Public land

find the mUnicipal hero. the mUnici-
pal garden hero is often foUnd in 
the departments dealing with tech-
nical qUestions, environment, parks 
and natUre. together yoU can 
find a site, a plot of land, or a 
park that looks to be missing some 
greenery and life.

the advantage of Using pUblic land 
is that yoU can come to enjoy the 
sUpport and cooperation of the 
mUnicipal government, and eventU-
ally make an impact on the local 
neighborhood planning strategy.

Remember!

yoU are UsUally reqUired to  
officially be a non-profit associa-
tion to Use pUblic land. yoU will 
have to keep the garden tidy and 
follow the set rUles, sUch as the 
hoUsing-rental model* in den-
mark. the mUnicipality mUst pro-
vide yoU permits for erecting any 
type of constrUction. and yoU 
can expect long waiting times for 
yoUr applications to go throUgh.

Public or private?

garden cUltUre can be started  
almost anywhere, from private 
plots of land, to pUblic parks. 
jUmp on yoUr bike and explore yoUr  
local area. yoU might already 
know where there is a vacant lot 
or a lifeless park nearby.

Some relevant sites in Denmark: OIS.dk 
Miljoeportal.dkKort.plansystem.dkYour municipality’s webpage



WHAT ARE THE THINGS ONE NEEDS 
TO ASK PERMISSION FOR?- Changes in the use of the site* 

in relation to the local area 
plan* and municipal area plan*.- Environmental and con-

structional matters*.- Sale of food and drinks*.- Organization of large 
events in public areas.- Keeping livestock, such as 

chickens and goats.

Old Law
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New Law

Urban garden cUltUre is tempo-
rary and reqUires more flexible 
legislation*. the old laws that 
exist are aimed for sites in perma-
nent Use, sUch as parks, kinder-
gartens, private residences and 
allotment gardens. therefore do 
not take no for an answer! the 
mUnicipality tends to pUt things 
in existing categories, make them 
think oUtside the box!

Remember: 

Sometimes it’s easier 

to be forgiven than to 

get permission!

Generally munici-

palities want to 

avoid, clutter, 

complaints and 

additional work.

it is okay to ask stUpid qUestions 
to the mUnicipality and profession-
als. passionate amateUrs - not ex-
perts, rUn most Urban gardens!

give the mUnicipality and local 
politicians inpUt on how laws can 
be made more flexible and accom-
modative to alternative practices 
throUgh a positive dialogUe and 
technical exchanges*.

If the site is polluted it does not 

mean that it cannot be used 

for a garden (turn to page 25), 

or read more in the glossary 

under soil pollution legislature

Understand the systeM
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the role of planning, coordinating 
and administration shoUld not be 
Underestimated. it is an important 
part of any larger commUnal Urban 
garden. withoUt it, the project  
will have a hard time sUrviving even 
for one season. make sUre that 
from day one all the necessary 
roles and responsibilities are distri-
bUted among the participants, the 
boring and the fUn ones alike. the 
reward of seeing yoUr garden grow 
and floUrish is worth the effort!

Purpose
make yoUr intention for creating a 
garden clear: if it’s to improve the 
neighborhood, to grow vegetables, 
to practice permacUltUre, to bUild 
strUctUres, to enjoy the oUtdoors, 
to enhance social integration, or 
to edUcate.

decide how the prodUce from the 
garden (vegetables, flowers, honey, 
eggs and more) shall be Used. is it 
for commUnal meals, can it be taken 
home, shall it be sold or donated?

Association
the board is the link between the 
association, mUnicipality and the 
landowner, if there is one involved. 
the association can simply be a pro 
forma that is written Up to get an 
official organizational identifica-
tion nUmber so that yoU can con-
tact other organizations, aUthori-
ties, and fUnding bodies.

Planning
it’s a good idea to create differ-
ent work groUps based on people’s 
interests with areas of responsi- 
bility and activity. this way yoU 
can be more efficient and save time 
that can be Used on more general  
gardening tasks.

experience: organize commUnal 
meals in conjUnction with garden 
meetings, so that the social aspect 
of the project is in focUs. this way 
more people will enjoy participating 
in the meetings.

a CoMMUnity beCoMes

www.

Communication
set Up a website, internet groUp or 
a blog where yoU can commUnicate 
with each other, arrange meetings, 
write texts and post photos from 
the garden. this is a great tool for 
internal Use as well as for attrac-
ting new members and sUpporters.
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make a schedUle and timetable for 
basic tasks sUch as watering, weed-
ing and thinning. decide to meet 
regUlarly a few days a week. finish 
yoUr workdays with a commUnal 
meal or afternoon tea so that yoU 
can enjoy each other’s company 
and have an informal meeting.
make sUre to label what plants 
are planted where, and make a 
note of when they are to be wa-
tered and weeded.

Give ownership

make groUps for practical tasks 
and concrete projects. let each 
groUp have its own area of respon-
sibilities based on their interests. 
perhaps a groUp focUsing on com- 
posting, or beekeeping*, cooking, 
permacUltUre, diy constrUction, 
keeping chickens, bUilding green-
hoUses, growing specific plants like 
chilies, and so on. separate areas 
of responsibility can make it easier 
to coordinate the garden as a 
whole and help promote a sense of 
ownership among the volUnteers. 
if everyone feels like they own a 
part of the garden then knowledge 
is more easily shared, and when 
key members are no longer able to  
continUe to participate, others 
will be ready to take charge.

orGanization

- start small and try to have a 
natUral development based on the 
energies available in the garden, 
so that yoU are not constantly 
dependent on external resoUrces.

- recycle.  - keep it simple!

- create an achievable plan 
oUtlining basic needs.

- try to keep the administrative 
workload at a minimUm.

- avoid applying for too many 
fUnds and grants. applications  
reqUire a lot of administrative 
work and may reqUire yoU to  
adjUst yoUr goals to fUnding 
criteria.

- focUs on keeping motivation high 
and deal with the practical tasks 
first, after that think aboUt money

FinanCinG
WHEN A LITTLE MONEY IS NEEDED- Municipal funds.

- National grants.
- Local environmental agencies.- Private funds that support 

   local development projects.- Sponsorships and donations from 

   local business and organizations.- Membership fees.
- Sale of vegetables,     honey, eggs and so on.- Payment for gardening work- 

  shops, lectures and guided tours

Remember: 
Make a budget. It 

cannot be done too 
early, only too late.

Where do the resources 
come from?

Remember: 

 Do not plant the same veg-

etables in the same soil year 

after year. Rotating crops will 

help to avoid soil depletion. 



18 19

CoMMUnity How do we get more 
to join the garden?

talk to yoUr neighbors and friends.
invite people to garden meetings 
and gardening weekends, organize 
events. ring doorbells. hang Up 
posters in the sUrroUnding area. 
talk to people on the streets and 
coUrtyards. contact the local 
newspaper. arrange a presentation 
at the local library. create mail-
ing lists, send oUt newsletters, Use 
social media, and pUt Up signs that 
motivate the goals of the garden.

As a volunteer 
you want to...?

become part of a commUnity. 
join a movement. inflUence the 
way citizens Use their city. learn  
something aboUt the earth, plants 
and other living creatUres. per-
haps try keeping bees, chickens or 
other animals. experience natUre 
in the city. get a chance to work 
with yoUr hands. find a place to 
relax and Unwind.

the garden does not only attract 
gardeners. yoU will meet a lot of 
different people from the local 
area, stUdents interested in Ur-
ban projects, toUrists and cUrioUs 
passersby - especially if the garden 
is in a pUblic place or a park.

Remember: 
UUrban garden culture is 
about working together 

and sharing experi-
ences with others.

Good advice: 

Write a clear description that 

explains the key goals and 

basic guidelines behind the 

project. This will make it easier 

for new volunteers to join.

What functional roles 
are needed in a garden?

- overall planning of the  
  gardening season.  
- coordination of watering,
  weeding and thinning. 
- organization of commUnal

  meals and pUblic events.  
- caring for bees and livestock.  
- constrUction and bUilding.  
- accoUnting and bUdget making. 
- fUndraising and commUnication.

make a visible sign that describes 
the project, its aims, practical di-
mensions and how one can become 
a part of it.
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Raised bed

the height of a raised bed depends 
on what is planted in it. if it is 
root vegetables - potatoes, celery, 
beetroots, carrots and sUch, then 
two frames on top of each other 
are reqUired since root vegetables 
grow downwards and reqUire 
more soil. flowers, salad, cabbage, 
radishes, strawberries and the like 
need only one frame.

What CoUld be FoUnd in the Garden? prototype oF a raised bed
Activities

practical activities are a good 
reason to be in the garden. 
they can inclUde sowing, plant-
ing, commUnal meals, watering,  
weeding, keeping bees or chickens, 
all of which can be done by chil-
dren and adUlts alike.
in addition yoU coUld arrange 
workshops, lectUres, gUided toUrs, 
birthday parties, concerts, wa-
ter fights, harvest festivals, art  
exhibitions, sUnday brUnches and 
mUch more.Toolshed

bUild a toolshed, so that yoU can 
keep track of all yoUr tools, and 
so that there is shelter if it starts 
to rain. bUt do not keep all the 
tools locked Up - leave some  
oUtside for the children and new 
visitors to the garden. however, 
what yoU can leave oUtside de-
pends on whether the garden is on 
a closed private plot or in an open 
pUblic space.

Other things you can 
build in the garden

compost containers and worm farms.
vertical gardens for herbs. 
playhoUse for children. 
swing and sandbox. 
tables and benches. 
oUtdoor kitchen.
chicken coop. 
greenhoUse. 
birdhoUses. 
toolshed.

HOW MUCH DOES IT COST TO BUILD  

100 RAISED BEDS (THE DANISH WAY)?

25 single raised beds – measuring:

120 x 80 x 20cm (l:w:h)

75 double raised beds – measuring:

120 x 80 x 40cm (l:w:h)

   
175 used euro pallets  

7.000 DKK

100 used pallet frames  4.000 DKK

60 tons planting soil 
10.000 DKK

12 rolls of felt fabric 
3.800 DKK

Staple gun with staples   2.00 DKK

Transport 
 

 1.000 DKK

Total  
             

 26.000 DKK

For more information contact Prags Have*

Plants

what type of plants? flowers,  
vegetables, frUits, berries, mUsh-
rooms, herbs - there are many op-
tions. the most important thing 
when yoU plant something is that 
yoU are able to take care of it and 
are interested in Using it when it has 
grown. it shoUld also not conflict 
(too mUch) with the agreements 
made with the landowner.
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City Garden 2200
city garden 2200 is bUilt on ten 
principles that oUtline the proj-
ect’s vision of sUstainability, the 
importance of social space in cities 
forgotten corners, and creating 
a foUndation to develop practi-
cal knowledge in horticUltUre,  
especially permacUltUre.

City Garden 2200 has built the 

garden from recycled materi-

als found around the city. During 

the first season some 60 tons 

of soil were purchased for the 

raised beds. Volunteers themselves 

brought the seeds and plants 

that now flourish in the garden.

description

city garden 2200 was estab-
lished in a pUblic park in nør-
rebro in copenhagen. the area 
where the garden lies was hardly 
Used by the inhabitants of the city 
and had an Unwelcoming feel to 
it. after the mUnicipality initiat-
ed the foUnding of city garden 
2200 the previoUsly dark corner 
of the park has become filled with 
activity and colors.
this garden shows how pUblic 
parks can be Used in a new way, 
allowing local citizens to take 
charge of the Use and mainte-
nance of a shared space.

Location

the garden’s location has meant 
that a wide range of people have 
been able to enjoy it. there is an 
active groUp of aroUnd 20 to 
25 members, a larger groUp of  
volUnteers that Use the garden 
more sporadically, and a mUch 
larger groUp that Use it as an  
extension of the park or those 
that walk in from the street oUt 
of cUriosity bUt that do not take 
part in gardening activities.

Challenges

the main challenge that the  
project faces is getting enoUgh 
hands to help with the practical 
tasks, initiatives for new projects 
and ensUring that the knowledge 
is shared. the location of the gar- 
den also means that there are some 
local rUles that mUst be followed, 
which are hard to enforce when 
the volUnteers are so varied, and it 
is difficUlt keeping track of every- 
thing and everyone.

Find out more: 
www.byhaven2200.dk City Garden 2200 is es-

tablished as a voluntary 
organization, where the 
board makes decisions 

based on consensus with 
the users of the garden.
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praGs Garden

Prags Garden start up - BudgetStart up Budget: around 135.000 kr.Materials: earth, seeds, cuttings, euro pallets, 

frames, gardening tools, benches, tables, fly-

ers, signs, construction materials, beehives and 

work clothing, workshops, projects and more.
Tools: drills, saws, circular saw, hammers, 

screwdrivers and more.Catering for the opening weekend.Rent for workshops, garden meeting, storage 

and more.
Rent for the garden’s 860m2 plot was free 

during the first season.

Motivation

prags garden was foUnded to 
create an informal meeting place 
where one coUld cUltivate both 
vegetables, as well as social and 
cUltUral relationships, and experi-
ment with alternative ways of city 
development. Unlike allotment and 
school gardens, prags garden is 
not owned by anyone, it also does 
not reqUire official membership and 
has no age restriction. in fact 
anyone is free join and take part 
in shaping the physical layoUt of 
the garden.

Description

prags garden is and Urban gar-
den that is open to everyone that 
wants to join. it is 860 sqUare 
meters large and consists of 120 
raised beds, and oUtdoor kitchen, 
beehive, chicken coop, and con-
tainer shed. the garden opened its 
doors to the pUblic in may 2011 
and since then has been gardened 
collectively. all the vegetables 
are Used for commUnal meals and 
pUblic events. prags garden is 
part of the cUltUral and entre-
preneUrial environment at pb43 in 
copenhagen that is located on 
the site of a disUsed paint factory.

Find out more: 
www.pb43.dk 

or find them on face-
book: ”Prags Have”

halfway into the first gardening 
season prags garden received a let-
ter from the environmental depart-
ment of the mUnicipality of copen-
hagen, stating that it was forbidden 
to establish a garden on a former 
factory site. the site was restricted 
to indUstrial and commercial Use, 
and not for recreational pUrposes. 
if the project was to continUe it 
was reqUired that all the soil was 
to be dUg Up and sealed with con-
crete dUe to minor pollUtion in the 
groUnd. according to the mUnici-
pality it was not sUfficient that all 
the vegetables were grown in fresh 
soil in sealed elevated beds. after 
six months of negotiations and ap-
plications for permits prags garden 
managed to reach a compromise with 
the mUnicipality that allowed the 
project to continUe if the groUnd 
was covered with inexpensive plas-
tic plates and a layer of gravel. 
this was a mUch cheaper and flexible 
solUtion (70.000kr for the plates, 
and the gravel was donated) that 
fit the gardens temporary scope (dUe 
to close in 2016). the garden still 
adheres to the strict environmental 
reqUirements of the mUnicipality - 
jUst in a different way.
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adopt-a-box started in the latin 
qUarter in aarhUs denmark in 
2012 and bUild 40 boxes for the 
side- walks of the city, in the first 
sea- son. thanks to a pUblic grant 
the project has been given the means 
to expand in 2013. a greenhoUse has 
been bUilt to cUltivate plants for the 
new 100 boxes that will find their 
way to the streets of aarhUs in the 
second season. the adopt-a-box 
concept is extremely simple and can 
be Used on all kinds of streets and in 
any type of neighborhood.

adopt-a-box
Purpose

the groUp behind adopt-a-box is 
experimenting with the concept of 
Urban farming in an attempt to 
challenge existing Uses of the city. 
by growing vegetables and edible 
flowers on the streets of aarhUs, 
one (hopefUlly) begins to view the 
Urban landscape in a different and 
greener way.

A year’s cycleIn the spring the boxes are built, and seeds are 

sown in smaller pots, which will later grow in 

the boxes.
In May the boxes are distributed to  

participating stores.
During the summer the plants are cared for by 

their adoptive parents. When the growing season 

is over a communal havest meal is arranged. 
After harvesting the boxes are collected  

to be prepared for next season.Adopt-A-Box uses the winter months to plan  

the forthcoming season, and to arrange  

social meetings and communal meals. 

Follow their blog: adoptabox.
blogspot.dk find them on 
facebook: “Adopt-A-Box”

The association is built on a core group 
of passionate people that are respon-
sible for the planning and organizing 
of the project. In addition there are 
a good number of people who come 

regularly to lend a hand, and thanks to 
Adopt-A-Box’s wide-reaching network 
they are able to find even more people 

to pitch in on major working days.

Concept
 
adopt-a-box is a project car-
ried oUt by the volUntary asso-
ciation, himmelhaven (sky garden). 
they provide boxes for growing  
vegetables that are adopted by 
shops on the condition that they 
are placed where visibly to the 
pUblic. adopt-a-box bUilds the 
boxes themselves and plants crops 
in cooperation with a large net- 
work of volUnteers.
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land Use

whether the garden is established on an indUstrial site, a rooftop or a pUblic space, it will probably  
reqUire an application for change in land Use. depending on the individUal case, this may involve a  
nUmber of technical issUes. for instance, if a former indUstrial site is pollUted it may be necessary to seal 
the contaminated soil before yoU are able to get permission to foUnd a garden.

bUilding permission

if yoU intend to raise any larger strUctUre as part of yoUr garden is sUre to familiarize yoUrself with 
the relevant bUilding regUlations. in denmark, for example, to constrUct a bUilding with a floor area 
less than 10m2 does not reqUire a permit - as long as it is not higher than 2,5 meters and is at least 2,5 
meters away from other bUildings. yet be aware that local coUncils can have other rUles and regUla-
tions that might apply. be sUre to look them Up, bUt remember that it is often easier to get forgiveness 
than permission.

city-bees

bees today has a difficUlt time sUrviving withoUt the help of people. in recent years the nUmber of bees 
has fallen drastically withoUt any known reason. a continUed decline of the bee popUlation will have 
a negative impact on oUr food sUpply, and will make the world a more boring place. raising city bees is 
a fUn and sUitable solUtion to help reverse this negative trend. for some inspiration from denmark visit: 
www.bybi.dk - www.biavl.dk - www.biavl-dbl.dk

gUerrilla gardening

gUerrilla gardeners tUrn abandoned plots of land and drab pUblic spaces green, withoUt permission from 
the mUnicipality or landowners. either in covert operations Under the cover of darkness, or in fUll view 
of the pUblic, they Use gardening to protest against Urban development, poor management of properties, 
and commercial beaUtification of the city. www.gUerrillagardening.org.

soil pollUtion

is sUre that yoU are aware of the environmental standards for the level of soil pollUtion when yoU set 
oUt to establish a garden. in denmark, see www.mst.dk/virksomhed_og_myndighed/jord/jordforUrening- 
sloven and specifically § 8 regarding changes in land Use.

mUnicipal hero

the mUnicipal hero is UsUally an employee of the mUnicipality that is able to see opportUnities instead of 
obstacles. he or she is a person that can provide moral sUpport and a UsefUl network, as well as to 
commUnicate across different departments in the local government in order to convince that Urban 
gardening cUltUre is a good idea.

mUnicipal plan

tries having a look at the mUnicipal government’s overall plan for the area where yoU intend to create 
yoUr garden. information aboUt varioUs indUstrial, commercial, residential, and green zones will give 
yoU an insight regarding the mUnicipality’s strategy relating to potential spaces where an Urban garden 
coUld be located.

non-profit

anon-profit organization Uses any sUrplUs revenUe to fUrther its idealistic caUse instead of dividing it 
among the owners, shareholders or investors connected to the project.

permacUltUre

is a life philosophy that is based on establishing natUral sUstainable systems. gardens that are foUnded 
on permacUltUre principles may in some ways come to resemble wild forests, with hUndreds of different spe-
cies living in synergy. there are a nUmber of practical featUres of permacUltUre, which can be Used easily 
in Urban gardens. www.permacUltUreprinciples.com.

Urban gardening

the inspiration comes from places sUch as new york and cUba where the phenomenon of “Urban agri-
cUltUre” means more than simply growing vegetables in cities. in many cases, Urban gardening is eqUally 
aboUt creating a space for a different type of Urban dwelling, which reflects distinct social, cUltUral 
and economic valUes. today, Urban gardening can be foUnd in many large cities across the world, and 
the phenomenon is still experiencing a healthy growth.

sale of food and drinks

if yoU want to sell food and drinks in yoUr garden yoU might have to meet the reqUirements of a nUmber 
of different health and safety, and commercial legislations. one solUtion can be to simply ask for dona-
tions for food and drinks rather than to Use pricing in order to raise money.

technical exchange

becaUse Urban gardening is still a relatively new phenomenon, the rUles and regUlations concerning the 
growing of vegetables and other plants in cities are still changing. it is favorable to invite the mUnici-
pality and other important actors for technical exchange where everyone can work together in order 
to develop the most effective gUidelines, to keep give free space for Urban gardens grow freely.

Glossary
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1. Remember to meet during the winter, 
both to evaluate the past season and to 
plan for the next, and just to hang out!
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methods.
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Or else there will be a lot of confusion 
once its time to start gardening.
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This is the tale of the small scale 
that has great potential... And 

it is based on true story.

DO MORE
DO IT NOW!

9 788799 506859

ISBN 978-87-995068-5-9


